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Dear Madam President
Dear Madam Deputy Secretary-General
Dear Mrs Ursula von der Leyen and dear Ms Viviane d’Udekem d’Acoz,

Request for a Pre-Infringement Dialogue concerning L143/2026

The undersigned Romanian non-governmental organisations are writing to formally request
that the European Commission assess whether bill L143/2026 is compatible with EU law.

The bill’'s initiators have titled L143/2026" Legislative proposal on the measures for
implementing Regulation (EU) 2024/1252 efc.. It is being processed under an emergency
procedure; with a tacit adoption deadline set for 22 April 2026.

Regulation (EU) 2024/12522 does not:

grant private, commercial mining companies pre-emption rights over private property,
enable expropriation for commercial mining projects,

reduce environmental protection,

give exclusive jurisdiction (to the Bucharest Court of Appeal),

compress judicial reviews,

allow the removal of forests from the national forestry fund,

centralize permitting powers,

cut public consultations in half by time.

L143/2026 introduces all of the above. Importantly, as Regulation (EU) 2024/1252 does not
require national transposition into domestic law, OUG 61/2025 already creates the institutional
and procedural framework necessary for implementing (EU) 2024/1252.

Present Romania is built on the painful memory of a regime that abolished private property.
Citizens have fought hard to reclaim their property and dignity since. Property is not merely an
asset; it is the foundation of personal security in a volatile and unstable political environment.

' Senatul Romaniei
2 Regulation - EU - 2024/1252 - EN - EUR-Lex
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For millions of Romanians, property is the only stable anchor they possess.

Against this backdrop, when our parliament proposes a law allowing private companies to
obtain pre-emption rights over private land, and to trigger expropriation procedures for
commercial mining projects, then this crosses a deep red line. It would be equally
unacceptable were Brussels to be demanding such measures. Neither side can use the other
as a pretext to impose expropriation for commercial purposes on Romanian citizens.

As Article 44(3) of the Romanian Constitution explicitly states, “No one shall be expropriated
except on grounds of public utility, established according to the law, against just compensation
paid in advance,” making clear that expropriation is an exceptional measure reserved strictly
for genuine public-interest purposes, not private commercial gain.

This principle is equally reflected at European level, where Article 17 of the EU Charter of
Fundamental Rights—interpreted consistently with the European Court of Human Rights’
case-law under Article 1 of Protocol No. 1 to the European Convention—permits deprivation of
property only in the public interest and subject to conditions of necessity and proportionality,
thereby excluding expropriation for purely commercial purpose.

Even in situations of exceptional public interest—such as defence or war-related
measures—the European Court of Human Rights has repeatedly held under Article 1 of
Protocol No. 1 that any interference with property must remain strictly proportionate and
cannot impose an ‘individual and excessive burden’ on citizens (e.g., Sporrong and Lénnroth
v. Sweden, ECtHR, 1982), confirming that expropriation is not a tool for advancing commercial
interests under the guise of public necessity.

Allowing such a dynamic to take hold would undermine public trust, destabilize democratic
legitimacy, and erode the very foundations on which Romania’s post-1989 democracy was
built. It would fuel the narrative that the EU imposes harmful policies; that sovereignty is being
eroded, and that Brussels is indifferent to local realities. Parties such as AUR have already
built their platform on precisely this sentiment.

The European Commission has closely observed that special ring that large-scale, industrial
mining has to Romania - from the revolution to the Baia Mare cyanide spill, the cyanide ban
resolution endorsed by the EU parliament and watching how the Rosia Montana mining
proposal triggered the largest civic mobilization since the 1989 revolution. Hundreds of
thousands of citizens took to the streets to defend cultural heritage, environmental protection,
and property rights. Governments dismissing these concerns as petty or trivial fell fast. If
L143/2026 is implemented, then that chapter will reopen.

Romanian officials claim that they are under intense pressure from the European Commission
to further implement (EU) 2024/1252 and this quickly — that phone calls come weekly, urging
speed above all else. This concerns us deeply. Rushed efforts inevitably lead to mistakes and
create a perfect environment for abuse and possibly even L143/2026.

Given the urgency of our concerns, we respectfully request that the European Commission
initiate an EU Pilot dialogue with Romania to assess whether L143/2026 infringes EU law. We



already know that several provisions breach Romanian constitutional and administrative law
and will take action. Specifically we ask you to:

open an EU Pilot or pre-infringement dialogue with Romania.
assess whether L143/2026 breaches EU law.
clarify that (EU) 2024/1252 does not require the extreme measures proposed in
L143/2026.
e ensure that EU legislation is not used as a pretext for domestic overreach.

We look forward to reading you and remain,

Yours truly,

Centrul Independent pentru Dezvoltarea Resurselor de Mediu (secretariat reteaua Mining
Watch Romania), prin presedinta Luminita Dejeu - luminita.dejeu@gmail.com

Asociatia ARA - Programul Adopta o Casa la Rosia Montana - prin coordonator Claudia
Apostol - contact@adoptaocasa.ro

Asociatia Declic, prin director executiv Tudor Bradatan - tudor@declic.ro

Asociatia pentru protejarea Muntilor Apuseni — Rovina, prin presedinta Adriana Maucher -
asociatia.rovina@yahoo.com

Asociatia Ecou Rovina Bucuresci, prin presedinta Viorica Bold - vio.bold@gmail.com
Asociatia Peisajul Cultural Rosia Montana, prin presedinte Constantin Zainea -
constantin.c.zainea@gmail.com

Asociatia Radacini Urbane, prin presedinta Oana-Alexandra Chirila - cana@radacinile.ro
Romania Curata si Verde Curat, prin coordonator editorial Mihai Gotiu -
mihai.gotiu@sar.org.ro

Asociatia Romania Vie, prin presedinte Daniela Grigoras - romaniavie2012@gmail.com
Asociatia Culturala Marginal, prin presedinte Sabina Suru - change@marginal.ro
Asociatia Apuseni Spirit, prin presedinte Stoica Radu loan - apusenispirit@gmail.com
Fundatia Gabriela, prin Executive director Cosmin Manolescu - cosmin@gabrielatudor.ro
Asociatia Culturala Villa Abbatis, prin presedinte Barbu Mihai - villaabbatis@yahoo.com
Asociatia Developing Art, prin vicepresedinta Alina Usurelu -
alina.marga.usurelu@gmail.com

Asociatia Hosman Durabil, prin presedinte Joachim Cotaru - hd@hosman-durabil.org
Federatia Peisaj Deschis, prin presedinta Viktoria Luft - echipa@peisajdeschis.ro

Fundatia Eco-Civica, prin presedinte Dan Trifu - fundatia.ecocivica@gmail.com

Asociatia Bankwatch Romania, prin presedinta loana Ciuta - joana.ciuta@bankwatch.org
Asociatia turistica sportiva civica si ecologista CLUBUL DE CICLOTURISM NAPOCA,
prin director executiv Radu Mititean - office@ccn.ro

Asociatia MIE iMI PASA SI PRIETENII, prin presedintd Mihaiela Iviev Doina -
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Fundatia de Ecologie si Turism ”"Potaissa” - prin presedinte Alin Rosca,
contact@potaissa.org

Asociatia CasApold, prin presedinte Sebastian Florian Bethge - casapold@gamail.com
Asociatia SNK, prin presedintd Anastasia Staicu - anastasia.staicu@asociatiasnk.ro
Fundatia Greenpeace Romania, prin directoare executiva Elena lonescu -
eionescu@greenpeace.or

Asociatia One World Romania prin directoare executiva Clara Traistaru -

comunicare@oneworld.ro

Asociatia Tarnat-Kalotaszeg Durabil prin presedinta Sara Meaker - meakersara@gmail.com

Asociatia Cuibul cu Flori, prin presedinta Elena Maria Sasu - elenamdejeu@yahoo.com

Asociatia NUCA Animal Welfare, prin vicepresedinta Alina Banu - contact@nuca.org.ro

Asociatia Laborator Zero Pozitiv, prin presedinta lvett Greta Zsak -

laboratorzeropozitiv@gmail.com

Asociatia R.Y.M.A. (Revolutionary Youth Movement for Art), prin presedinta Cristina

Candea - ryma.ong@gmail.com

Asociatia Parcul Natural Bucuresti, prin director executiv Dan Barbulescu -

dan@parculnaturalbucuresti.ro

Societatea Carpatina Ardeleana Satu Mare, prin vicepresedinte Janos Mark-Nagy -
office@eke.ro

Asociatia EcolLegal, prin presedinta Radulescu Catalina Mihaela -

iati legal@gmail.com
Asociatia StudCoop, prin presedintd Marta Pozsonyi - martapozsonyi@slowfoodturda.r
Zero Waste Romania, prin presedinta Elena Rastei - elena@zerowasteromania.or

Asociatia Churchfortress e.V. - Friends of Hundertbiicheln - Movile, prin presedinte Felix
Ziegler - info@churchfortress.org

Asociatia Front la Dunare, prin presedinta Alexandra Mocioiu -

frontladunare.on mail.com

Asociatia Monumentum, prin presedinte Eugen Vaida -
ambulanta@asociatiamonumentum.ro

Fundatia Culturala Rosia Montana, prin vice-presedinte Sorin Jurca -
sorinjurca2018@gmail.com

Asociatia WeWilder, prin presedinte Oana Mondoc - omondoc@wwf.ro

Fundatia Pro Patrimonio, prin presedinte Serban Sturdza - bucuresti@propatrimonio.org

Organizatia nationala “Cercetasii Romaniei - Piatra Corbului Rosia Montana”, prin

presedinte Tica Darie - cercetasirosiamontana@gmail.com
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Asociatia Rosia Montana Verde, prin presedintd Elena Claudia Bereczky -
rosiamontanaverde@yahoo.com

Asociatia 37, prin presedintad Luiza Zamora - zamora@asociatia37.ro

Asociatia Bucuresti, prin presedinte Alexandru Binescu - contact@asociatiabucuresti.ro
Asociatia Clujul Sustenabil, prin presedinta Camelia Gui - office@sustenabil.org
Asociatia Societatea Organizata Sustenabil ASOS, prin presedinte Adi Dohotaru -

contact@sustenabilorg.ro

Asociatia Plusminus, prin vicepresedinte Elena Stoian - contact@plusminus.org.ro

Forum Civique Européen / Comitetul Romania, prin Marie Burgun - ro@forumcivigue.org

Asociatia Locus (Herculane Project), prin presedinte Oana Chirila -

contact@herculaneproject.ro

Asociatia REPER21, prin presedinte Bogdan Gioara, bgioara@gmail.com

Asociatia ARIN, prin presedinte Codruta Mihaela Nedelcu, arin.br@gmail.com

Asociatia Studiogovora, prin presedinte Radu-George Tirca - hello@govora.studio

Asociatia Peisagistilor din Roménia - AsoP - prin vicepresedinte Rebecca - loana Bedelean

- asopromania@gmail.com

Societatea Ornitologica Romana, prin Director Executiv Gheorghe-Danut Hulea,

office@sor.ro
Asociatia Urban Lab Valea Jiului, prin vicepresedinte Bogdan-Mihai Popa -
banlab vi@ i
Asociatia pentru Integrare Sociala si Protectia mediului FeedBack Brasov, prin membru
board Laura Istrate - apispm@gmail.com
Asociatia Mai Bine, prin presedinte Elvys Sergiu Sandu Prisecaru - contact@maibine.eu
Asociatia ARCHE, prin presedinta Alina Chiciudean - contact@arche.ro
Asociatia Societatea Culturala Aromana, prin presedinte Daniela Sava -

rh.daniel mail.com
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