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International Civil Society Forum 
For a Resilient Civil Society Able to Build on EU Values 

4 June 2019 
Bucharest, Romania 

Sheraton Bucharest Hotel (5-7 Calea Dorobanți) 
 
 
 
 
 

Across Europe we witness a growing pushback against democracy, fundamental rights, the rule of 
law and the EU values at large. These values include respect for equality, non-discrimination and 
social inclusion for all (including marginalised and vulnerable groups, migrants, women, disabled, 
LGBTI). These values are threatened today both by current policies which do not ensure equal 
access to fundamental rights for all, and regressive populist and authoritarian responses. 
 
 
Civil society organisations and movements have become targets of populist authoritarian politicians 
precisely because they protect the democratic standards and institutions, as well as a vision of 
democracy based on social justice and inclusion. While the UE is becoming more vulnerable with its 
core values seriously challenged, the work we do for our constituencies on the grounds set out by 
the EU values is threatened on a daily basis.  
 
 
The forum thus sets forth to coagulate and enable the contribution of civil society to the 
strengthening of the European Union values. We shall investigate our greatest challenges in this 
respect and put forward our expectations from the new EU leaders. Following the 2019 European 
Parliament elections, we need the new European Parliament and European Commission to actively 
support civil society to maintain its prominent role in protecting and implementing the EU values, 
defending and acting for access to fundamental rights for all. 
 
 
At the conclusion of the Romanian Presidency of the Council of the European Union, this forum will 
build a common message of civil society for the future Commission and the future European 
Parliament in the same spirit of building a value-based Europe and rebuilding the civil society's space 
to actively contribute to this goal.  
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8.30 – 9.30 Welcome & registration 
 

9.30 – 11.00 
PLATINIUM HALL 

Opening  

 Welcome: H.E. Mrs. Lise Kleven Grevstad – Ambassador of Norway and Ionuț Sibian – 
Executive Director, Civil Society Development Foundation (RO) 

 

The session will explore the outlook of some of the major institutional and civil society 
stakeholders on the most significant challenges for the EU today and the role civil society should 
play in the strengthening of the support for EU values.  
 

 Luca Jahier – President, European Economic and Social Committee (EU) 

 Anna Rurka – President, Council of Europe INGO Conference 

 Andreas Accardo – Head of Unit Institutional Cooperation & Networks, European Union 
Agency for Fundamental Rights (EU) 

 Jean-Marc Roirant – Chair, Civil Society Europe and President, European Civic Forum 
 

Moderated by Csilla Czimbalmos – Senior Adviser, Norwegian Helsinki Committee (NO) 
 

11.00 – 11.30 
PLATINIUM HALL 

Keynote speech 

 His Excellency Mr. Klaus Werner Iohannis, President of Romania 
 

11.30 – 12.00 
 

Coffee break 
 

12.00 – 13.30 
PLATINIUM HALL 

Strengthening civil society's contribution to  defending and promoting EU values 
 

While looking at some of the greatest challenges faced by civil society in terms of operating 
environment, we shall review potential solutions developed by the sector so far and discuss our 
proposal to encapsulate them in an open letter for the new European Commission and 
European Parliament. 
 

 Worrying legislative changes for the associative sector across Europe: Luben Panov – 
Program Consultant, European Centre for Not-for-Profit Law ECNL 

 Make Europe Great for All campaign and the Berlin agenda for the Future of Europe: 
Alexandrina Najmowicz – Director, European Civic Forum         

 Council Presidencies as an opportunity to strengthen civil society contributions: Tana 
Foarfă – Director, EUROPULS – the Centre of European Expertise (RO) 

 How to protect European values through a resilient civil society: Israel Butler – Head of 
Advocacy, Liberties.EU 

 

Moderated by Andrei Pop – Programme Director, Civil Society Development Foundation (RO) 
 

Q&A 
 

13.30 – 15.00 Lunch break 
 

15.00 – 16.30 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Civil society challenges for the new EU leadership: for the defence of EU values 
 
Parallel workshops 
 

On four major topics related to our work around EU values, the parallel workshops will be an 
opportunity to provide depth to our difficulties, while improving our expectations from the new 
EU leadership put forward in the open letter proposal.   
 

https://www.stiri.ong/assets/files/open_letter_for_the_new_ec_and_ep.pdf
https://www.stiri.ong/assets/files/open_letter_for_the_new_ec_and_ep.pdf
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1. Ensuring the freedom of association and operation for citizen groups and organisations 
PLATINIUM 1 Hall 
 

The workshop will deal with the variety of threats and discouragements to the freedom of association 
throughout Europe (and the ensuing hindrances in the ability to operate), stemming from varied public policies 
validating, or rather cyclically encouraging a worsening public perception of civil society organizations.  
 

Speakers: 

 Hanna Surmatz – Enabling Environment Manager, European Foundation Centre 

 Vera Mora – Director, Hungarian Environmental Partnership Foundation Ökotárs Alapítvány (HU) 

 Laura Ștefan – Anticorruption Coordinator, Expert Forum EFOR (RO) 

 Karolina Dreszer – President, National Federation of Polish NGOs OFOP (PL) 
 

Moderated by Tina Divjak – Head of Advocacy, CNVOS – Center for Information, Cooperation and NGO 
Development (SI) 

 

2. The right to protest in Europe: threats, reactions, stories of resilience 
NEVADA Hall 
 

Freedom of assembly is under pressure all across Europe. While each country-case has its specificity, we 
observe similarities emerging across Europe in the form of legal restrictions, policing strategies, deterrent 
measures, but also in the actors involved in challenging the right to protest (governments, police forces, 
corporations, extremist groups, courts etc.). This workshop aims at bringing together organisations that are 
monitoring freedom of assembly to share (1) current trends, (2) monitoring techniques, (3) strategies and 
techniques developed to support protesters.  

 

Speakers: 

 Tudor Brădățan – Director, Declic (RO) 

 Kevin Blowe – Coordinator, Network for Police Monitoring (UK) 

 Thais Bonilla Martinez – Campaign officer, Novact – Institut Internacional per l’Acció Noviolenta (ES) 

 Michał Dadlez – Co-founder, Obywatele (PL) 

 Marcin Wolny – Lawyer & research coordinator, Helsinki Foundation for Human Rights (PL) 
 

Moderated by Giada Negri – Research and advocacy office , European Civic Forum 
 

3. Supporting human and social rights through CSO work 
PLATINIUM 3 Hall 

 

The workshop will provide an overview on the latest trends in the EU concerning human and social rights and 
analyse the challenges civil society faces in defending those rights. The workshop will provide an outlook on the 
challenges civil society faces in defending human rights and what could the EU do to better support their work 
in this field at national and EU level.  The workshop will highlight also the importance of NGO litigation for 
human rights and possibly necessary measures to improve NGO ability in this field. 
 

Speakers: 

 Amana Ferro – Senior Policy Officer, The European Anti-Poverty Network EAPN 

 Franco Uda – National Board member, ARCI (IT) 

 Kersty McCourt – Senior Advocacy Advisor, Open Society Justice Initiative 

 Cristian Pîrvulescu – Member Diversity Group III, European Economic and Social Committee (RO) 
 

Moderated by Ioanna Kotsioni – Head of Advocacy, Research and Policy Unit, Solidarity Now (GR) 
 

4. Financing of civil society activities 
PLATINIUM 2 Hall 

 

The workshop will explore the funders’ logic in addressing the current backlash against civil society through 
their NGO programmes. We’ll also look into the backlash against the funders themselves and the vulnerabilities 
brought by the support for the EU values in civil society work.  

 

Speakers: 

 Anna Gabriele Striethorst – European Programme Manager ARIADNE European Funders for Social 
Change and Human Rights 
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 Martina Hrvolova – Program Officer for Europe, CIPE – Center for International Private Enterprise (USA) 

 Ludwig Forrest – Senior Programme Coordinator, King Baudouin Foundation (BE) 

 Grzegorz Makowski – ideasForum, Stefan Batory Foundation (PL)  
 

Moderated by Bendik Elstad – Financial Mechanism Office, EEA Grants 
 

16.30 – 17.00 Coffee break 
 

17.00 – 18.00 
PLATINIUM HALL 

Conclusions: Presidencies of the Council of the European Union. From Bucharest ahead 
 

The time to discuss the final version of the open letter towards the new EU decision-makers, as 
well the sustainability of our demands included therein, in partnership with civil society from the 
upcoming holders of the Council Presidency.  
 

 Ivan Novosel – Program Director, Human Rights House Foundation (HR) 

 Mirko Schwaertzel – Head of European Affairs, BBE – the National Network for Civic 
Engagement (DE) 

 Tina Divjak – Head of Advocacy, CNVOS – Center for Information, Cooperation and NGO 
Development (SI) 

 Conny Reuter – Co-Chair of Liaison Group, European Economic and Social Committee,  
Secretary General, SOLIDAR 

 

Moderated by Simona Constantinescu – Development Director, Civil Society Development 
Foundation (RO) 
 

Q&A 
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About the Active Citizens Fund Romania 
The Active Citizens Fund Romania is funded under the EEA and Norway Grants 2014-2021 and operated by a consortium composed of the Civil 
Society Development Foundation, the Romanian Environmental Partnership Foundation, the Resource Center for Roma Communities, PACT 
Foundation and Frivillighet Norge, acting as Fund Operator on behalf of the Financial Mechanism Office (FMO). The Active Citizens Fund 
Romania aims at strengthening civil society and active citizenship and empowering vulnerable groups. It has a total allocation of 46,000,000 
Euro and shall seek to develop the long-term sustainability and capacity of the civil society sector, enhance its role in promoting democratic 
participation, active citizenship and human rights, while strengthening bilateral relations with the donor states. 
 
About the Civil Society Development Foundation Romania 
Civil Society Development Foundation (CSDF) is an independent, non-governmental organization set up in 1994 at the initiative of the European 
Commission. CSDF promotes a strong and sustainable civil society that contributes to defending democratic values by supporting civil society 
actors, mobilizing resources, fostering a favorable environment, and strengthening co-operation with other sectors. For more information, 
please visit www.fdsc.ro. 
 
About the European Civic Forum 
European Civic Forum is a transnational network bringing together over 100 organizations from 27 European countries, actively working for 
human rights protection, democracy promotion and civic education. For more information, please visit www.civic-forum.eu.  
 
About Liberties.EU 
The Civil Liberties Union for Europe (Liberties) is a non-governmental organisation promoting the civil liberties of everyone in the European 
Union. We are headquartered in Berlin and have a presence in Brussels. Liberties is built on a network of national civil liberties NGOs from 
across the EU. Liberties works for the peoples of the EU and its member countries to live in societies where their civil liberties are protected, 
where they can participate freely in the democratic process and where their governments respect the rule of law. For more information, please 
visit www.liberties.eu. 
 
About CNVOS – Center for Information, Cooperation and NGO Development Slovenia 
CNVOS is the umbrella organisation of Slovenian civil society and serves as an information, training and advocacy center for NGOs. Similar to 
CSDF, CNVOS will engage in Slovenia in coagulating the voice of civil society in the context of the Slovenian Presidency at the Council of the 
European Union in 2021. For more information, please visit www.cnvos.si. 
 
About EUROPULS – the Centre of European Expertise Romania 
Europuls is a non-governmental organisation founded in 2010 in Brussels by a group of Romanian experts in European affairs, working to 
promote the European integration process in Romania and to help develop a European public space. Europuls is the initiator and the main 
organiser of EUROSFAT, the Bucharest annual forum dedicated to debates on European issues. For more information, please visit 
www.europuls.ro. 
 
About Civil Society Days 2019 
Civil Society Days is the major annual event by which the European Economic and Social Committee and the Liaison Group cooperate together 
on cross-cutting issues of common interest. This year it will focus on two main pillars, Democracy and Sustainability, and will explore their links 
and interactions. The 2019 edition will not only be a very timely occasion for civil society organisations to address these key issues for the future 
of Europe but will also comprise, for the first time, cooperation with parallel events on national level, as the International Civil Society Forum, to 
engage as much as possible with citizens on crucial topics for all of us. For more information, please visit www.eesc.europa.eu. 

 
Fund operated by: 

 
Event organised by: 
 
 

 

Together with: 
 

 

With the support of: 
 

 

Promoted by: 
 

 
 

https://eeagrants.org/
http://www.fdsc.ro/
http://www.civic-forum.eu/
http://www.liberties.eu/
https://www.cnvos.si/en
http://www.europuls.ro/
https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/agenda/our-events/events/civil-society-days-2019

