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Who we are – Manifesto of the Alliance for a Clean Romania (ARC)

The Alliance for a Clean Romania (ARC) is a civic movement open to anyone: people, organizations, NGOs, syndicates, firms, institutions, that promote the principles of good government and are willing to invest voluntary work or support the volunteers that promote this idea. We also receive bright ideas, songs, slogans or words of support.

We look to practically promote the principles of good government, which are based on the following ideas:

– The Government works for the citizen, not the other way around.
– A nation requires a community that is equal under law.
– If the country will prosper, it is very important for the state to ensure that laws and contracts are being respected, starting with the state itself respecting said laws

– The act of governing has to be transparent in all its phases, starting from the passing of a project until its implementation.
– Public goods and services have to be distributed universally and in an indiscriminate manner, without special favours for members of political parties or interest groups.
– The government has to be impartial towards private actors and to make sure there are equal conditions for everyone’s development.
– If the economy is to grow, it is necessary that the government will allow entrepreneurial spirit to develop without any limits, reducing bureaucratic and company operation costs to a minimum, simplifying the tax system and indiscriminately upholding rules and laws.
– Elected representatives are legitimate only if between elections they uphold the state of law and look to serve those who elected them.
– Citizens or firms who withhold money they owe to the state do not cheat the state, they cheat on the other citizens and firms.
– Only clear, predictable laws, which respect the rights of citizens can and deserve to be respected.
– The assumption that one is innocent until proven guilty applies to both the citizen and the state.
If Romania is ever to become an efficient state, capable to reach its potential in the European Union, it will need a different relationship between the state and society, one based on mutual trust. We consider it our mission to build a broad alliance that will work towards that goal, by monitoring the exposure of bad government, as well as promoting good government and those who practice it.

The description of the Alliance for a Clean Romania in Romanian provided below: http://www.romaniacurata.ro/manifest/ 

The financers of the ARC 2014-2016 project  
Developing the watchdog capacity through the Alliance for a Clean Romania

Through the implementation of the project “Developing the watchdog capacity through the Alliance for a Clean Romania”, the Romanian Academic Society, together with the Centre for Independent Journalism, Pro.Do.Mo Association, Save Bucharest Association and Vellenes Fellesorganisasjon (Norway), aim to extend the watchdog activity performed by the Alliance for a Clean Romania that functions through the web portal www.romaniacurata.ro. By far the most extensive effort of its kind in Romania, measured by the number of contributors, members and extent of their activities, the Alliance will enrol volunteers at both local and regional levels, thus decentralizing its national monitoring activity which has been carried out mostly from Bucharest.

The project involves a significant number of volunteers in monitoring public expenditures and public integrity by two means. First, action models, previously existing instruments and training will be offered primarily through the popular online portal www.romaniacurata.ro, as well as through our media partners. Second, the promotion of leadership figures and positive social role models, people well regarded in the public scene who are among the Alliance’s leaders and supporters, people like Moise Guran, Catalin Tolontan, Alina Mungiu-Pippidi, Nicusor Dan, Toni Grecu, Corneliu Porumboiu, etc, will spur other citizens to get involved on a voluntary basis and promote the project and its aims.

The goal of the Alliance is to contribute to the development of civil society’s capacity to inflict normative constraints on the corrupt behaviour of state authorities, and thus increase the transparency, responsiveness and accountability of these entities. These latter aspects have been monitored through original indicators developed by the Romanian Academic Society since 2000.

The general objective of this project is to support the development and activity of the anti-corruption community which includes both organizations and individuals with the purpose of consolidating the integrity, efficiency and transparency of central and local public authorities, thus contributing to the general growth objective of the National Anti-corruption Strategy. This is only feasible through mechanisms of monitoring and evaluating the integrity and transparency in primary fields/sectors such as the judicial system, political party financing/election campaigns, public acquisitions and the local public administration.

Specific objective 1: The supervision of public integrity by monitoring the following: the lack of transparency of public information, cases of illicit profits gained by public authority representatives, conflicts of interest in the exertion of public authority, and preferential public fund allocation by the local and central public authorities in all the 42 counties for a period of 24 months. We will make use of the available legal means according to Law 544/2001 on the free access to information that is of public interest. Another important objective of the project is the improvement of the transparency and receptivity indexes by the national public authorities with regards to the petitions and warnings of the (non)institutionalized civil society, and those of ordinary citizens.

Specific objective 2: Increasing local civic participation in all the country’s counties, and in the municipality of Bucharest by forming and consolidating 42 civic centres (watchdogs) active at county level, and also 8 regional branches (non-legal entities). The centres would contribute to increasing the transparency of administrative acts and public integrity by filing 2000 applications for public information and/or 42 petitions. The organization of at least 5 regional events (debates, press conferences) during the 24 months of project implementation will also take place.

Specific objective 3: Increasing the organizational and communication capacity of the partnering organizations of the Alliance for a Clean Romania, by involving 40 online communities in the watchdog efforts. These organizations will be interconnected via the www.romaniacurata.ro portal and will post a minimum number of 40 articles / month, contributing to the increase of the platform’s interactivity (at least 4.000 comments from volunteers) and to extending the public audience (from 543.421 unique visitors registered on ARC’s website between March 2011 – July 2013, to over 2.000.000 visitors throughout the 24 months of project implementation).

Links: www.romaniacurata.ro, Facebook, Youtube, Twitter
Implementation period: April 1, 2014 – March 31, 2016

This project has been financed by the EEA Grants 2009 – 2014, within the NGO Fund in Romania framework. For official information about the EEA Grants please visit www.eeagrants.org.
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INFORMATIVE BULLETIN


RELEVANT CLEAN ROMANIA ARTICLES – June 2014













